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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

——————

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE PO-
TENTIAL CREATION OF THE NA-
TIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMER-
ICAN LATINO ACT OF 2007

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 512) to establish the Commission
to Study the Potential Creation of the
National Museum of the American
Latino to develop a plan of action for
the establishment and maintenance of
a National Museum of the American
Latino in Washington, DC, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 512

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Commission
to Study the Potential Creation of the Na-
tional Museum of the American Latino Act
of 2007°.

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established the
Commission to Study the Potential Creation
of a National Museum of the American
Latino (hereafter in this Act referred to as
the ‘“Commission’).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Commission shall
consist of 23 members appointed not later
than 6 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act as follows:

(1) The President shall appoint 7 voting
members.

(2) The Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, the minority leader of the House of
Representatives, the majority leader of the
Senate, and the minority leader of the Sen-
ate shall each appoint 3 voting members.

(3) In addition to the members appointed
under paragraph (2), the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the minority lead-
er of the House of Representatives, the ma-
jority leader of the Senate, and the minority
leader of the Senate shall each appoint 1
nonvoting member.

(c) QUALIFICATIONS.—Members of the Com-
mission shall be chosen from among individ-
uals, or representatives of institutions or en-
tities, who possess either—

(1) a demonstrated commitment to the re-
search, study, or promotion of American
Latino life, art, history, political or eco-
nomic status, or culture, together with—

(A) expertise in museum administration;

(B) expertise in fundraising for nonprofit
or cultural institutions;

(C) experience in the study and teaching of
Latino culture and history at the post-sec-
ondary level;

(D) experience in studying the issue of the
Smithsonian Institution’s representation of
American Latino art, life, history, and cul-
ture; or

(E) extensive experience in public or elect-
ed service; or

(2) experience in the administration of, or
the planning for the establishment of, muse-
ums devoted to the study and promotion of
the role of ethnic, racial, or cultural groups
in American history.

SEC. 3. FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) PLAN OF ACTION FOR ESTABLISHMENT

AND MAINTENANCE OF MUSEUM.—The Com-
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mission shall submit a report to the Presi-
dent and the Congress containing its rec-
ommendations with respect to a plan of ac-
tion for the establishment and maintenance
of a National Museum of the American
Latino in Washington, DC (hereafter in this
Act referred to as the ‘““Museum”’).

(b) FUNDRAISING PLAN.—The Commission
shall develop a fundraising plan for sup-
porting the creation and maintenance of the
Museum through contributions by the Amer-
ican people, and a separate plan on fund-
raising by the American Latino community.

(c) REPORT ON ISSUES.—The Commission
shall examine (in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Smithsonian Institution), and
submit a report to the President and the
Congress on, the following issues:

(1) The availability and cost of collections
to be acquired and housed in the Museum.

(2) The impact of the Museum on regional
Hispanic- and Latino-related museums.

(3) Possible locations for the Museum in
Washington, DC and its environs, to be con-
sidered in consultation with the National
Capital Planning Commission and the Com-
mission of Fine Arts, the Department of the
Interior and Smithsonian Institution.

(4) Whether the Museum should be located
within the Smithsonian Institution.

() The governance and organizational
structure from which the Museum should op-
erate.

(6) How to engage the American Latino
community in the development and design of
the Museum.

(7) The cost of constructing, operating, and
maintaining the Museum.

(d) LEGISLATION TO CARRY OUT PLAN OF Ac-
TION.—Based on the recommendations con-
tained in the report submitted under sub-
section (a) and the report submitted under
subsection (c¢), the Commission shall submit
for consideration to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives, the Committee on
House Administration of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Committee on Rules and
Administration of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives, the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate, and the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate rec-
ommendations for a legislative plan of ac-
tion to create and construct the Museum.

(e) NATIONAL CONFERENCE.—In carrying out
its functions under this section, the Commis-
sion may convene a national conference on
the Museum, comprised of individuals com-
mitted to the advancement of American
Latino life, art, history, and culture, not
later than 18 months after the commission
members are selected.

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) FACILITIES AND SUPPORT OF DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR.—The Department of
the Interior shall provide from funds appro-
priated for this purpose administrative serv-
ices, facilities, and funds necessary for the
performance of the Commission’s functions.
These funds shall be made available prior to
any meetings of the Commission.

(b) COMPENSATION.—Each member of the
Commission who is not an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government may re-
ceive compensation for each day on which
the member is engaged in the work of the
Commission, at a daily rate to be determined
by the Secretary of the Interior.

(c) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member shall
be entitled to travel expenses, including per
diem in lieu of subsistence, in accordance
with applicable provisions under subchapter
I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code.

(d) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.—
The Commission is not subject to the provi-
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sions of the Federal Advisory Committee
Act.

SEC. 5. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF REPORTS;
TERMINATION.

(a) DEADLINE.—The Commission shall sub-
mit final versions of the reports and plans
required under section 3 not later than 24
months after the date of the Commission’s
first meeting.

(b) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall
terminate not later than 30 days after sub-
mitting the final versions of reports and
plans pursuant to subsection (a).

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated for
carrying out the activities of the Commis-
sion $2,100,000 for the first fiscal year begin-
ning after the date of the enactment of this
Act and $1,100,000 for the second fiscal year
beginning after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gentle-
woman from Washington (Mrs.
MCMORRIS RODGERS) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of H.R. 512, which
was introduced by my colleague from
California, Representative BECERRA.

The legislation directs the establish-
ment of a commission to study the po-
tential creation of a National Museum
of the American Latino, to be located
here in Washington, D.C. The commis-
sion will be composed of 23 qualified in-
dividuals, with seven appointed by the
President and the remainder appointed
by the majority and minority leader-
ship of the House and Senate.

Under H.R. 512, the commission
would be required to prepare a plan of
action for the establishment and main-
tenance of the museum, including rec-
ommendations for a legislative plan of
action to create and construct the mu-
seum. The commission’s plan would be
due not later than 24 months after the
date of the commission’s first meeting.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be an
original cosponsor of H.R. 512. Given
the contributions that American
Latinos have made and continue to
make to the cultural and social history
of the United States, this is a most fit-
ting measure.

0 1245

The legislation was the subject of
hearings in the House last Congress,
and I would note that a nearly iden-
tical measure passed the House on Sep-
tember 27, 2006.

As the face of this Nation is rep-
resented by many people, the museum
would be an opportunity for all of
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America to look at the diversity, to ap-
preciate the many peoples that make
up this great country of ours.

And I want to take this opportunity
to also commend and congratulate my
colleague from California, XAVIER
BECERRA, for his leadership on this
matter. He has worked very hard with
many parties to bring this legislation
to fruition.

Mr. Speaker, we strongly support
H.R. 512 and urge the adoption of the
legislation by the House today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 512,
and yield myself as much time as I
may consume.

Latinos have played an integral part
in American history since the founding
of the United States. In fact, they were
on the continent for more than two
centuries prior to the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. Despite
the growth of Latino inclusion pro-
grams at the Smithsonian over the
past decade, supporters of H.R. 512 be-
lieve that the ‘“‘mosaic portrayed in the
Washington museums’’ is incomplete
without a museum dedicated to the
community.

This bill passed the House in the
109th Congress, but we have concerns
that this legislation requires the Sec-
retary of the Interior to provide admin-
istrative services, facilities and funds
for the operation of the commission. In
a hearing on the bill, the National
Park Service testified that the com-
mission would fit better at the General
Services Administration, whose mis-
sion is well suited to serve the commis-
sion. If the bill had been crafted this
way, it would have enabled the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee to provide its expertise on these
issues.

Despite these concerns, I support the
bill, commend the authors, including
Congresswoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
for her persistence and hard work in
helping craft this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I would
like again to commend Congressman
XAVIER BECERRA of California for
bringing H.R. 512 before us and yield
him as much time as he may consume.

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to begin by thanking the commit-
tees of jurisdiction for helping move
this legislation forward quickly.

Last session what we found was that
we just ran out of time. This bill
passed unanimously out of the House of
Representatives, not a single opposing
vote, and we came very, very close in
the Senate to having this actually go
to the desk of the President, where I
am sure he would have signed it. Unfor-
tunately, time became the enemy. And
I hope that now, moving this quickly
through the process, we will be able to
give the Senate the time it needs to
move through its process as well.

I want to thank my colleague and
friend from Florida, Ms. ILEANA ROS-
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LEHTINEN, for her tireless efforts on be-
half of this legislation. She and I have
served as a, I hope, dynamic duo in try-
ing to move this forward with all our
colleagues who were supporting this
legislation.

Many us believe that there is no
place on this Earth like the National
Mall that we have here in Washington,
D.C. If anyone from Mars were to come
and ask what is it like to be an Amer-
ican, I would send them directly to the
National Mall and say, go through the
museums that we have at the Smithso-
nian. Take a look at the various arti-
facts that give you a sense of our cul-
ture, our history, our heritage as a Na-
tion; and you will have a better sense
of what it means to be an American
after that walk. It would probably take
you a few weeks if you want to go
through all the different museums, but
you will have a better sense of what it
means to be an American than, I think,
if you go anywhere else in this world.

The only problem I have, and the
only disappointment I have, is that you
don’t get the full picture of what it has
meant to be an American. We have
moved forward to try to take care of
that over the years. We have a museum
that recently opened in the last 4 or 5
years that will help us better under-
stand what it has meant to be a Native
American in this country. We are going
to put shovel in ground very soon in
trying to help America understand the
history and the plight of many Ameri-
cans of African descent who have come
into this country and the generations
that have followed, and what it means
to be African American in this coun-
try.

I hope, at some point, this commis-
sion will report back to us on what
best we can do as a Nation to make
sure that when someone does walk
through the Mall of the Capital and
visits those precious museums that we
have, that they will have that sym-
phony and that understanding that
comes from visiting those tremendous
facilities of what it means to be an
American and what it is to be proud of
our American history and culture.

This legislation, which has the sup-
port, I am very glad to say, of a bipar-
tisan group of Members in the House,
should help us get a sense from the ex-
perts, not politicians, not people who
have no real understanding of this, but
from the experts of whether or not
there is value in moving forward the
idea of trying to have a place where we
have resided within it, the culture, the
experience, the history, the art, the
heritage of Americans of Latino de-
scent.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Arizona for yielding me the time;
thank the two committees of jurisdic-
tion and certainly all the cosponsors of
this legislation, but principally to my
colleague in crime here, the Congress-
woman from Florida, Ms. ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as she may
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consume to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), a coO-
author of the legislation.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I rise in strong
support today, Mr. Speaker, of H.R. 512,
the commission to study the potential
creation of a National Museum of the
American Latino Community Act. And
I would like to thank my dear friend,
Mr. BECERRA of California, for his com-
mitment in bringing this important
legislation to the floor. We have been
working on it for a number of years. It
has got strong bipartisan support, and
it has been a delight for me to have
worked with him and members of my
staff to have worked with his staff as
well.

As the Republican lead on this legis-
lation, I am so pleased that this bill
will take the next step in developing a
plan of action for an establishment of a
National Museum of the American
Latino.

The commission would be comprised
of experts in art and museum adminis-
tration, as well as individuals with ex-
perience in the development of similar
cultural institutions. The commission
would have the responsibility of exam-
ining and reporting to Congress and
the President a plan to establish a new
national museum.

Even as the largest minority group in
the United States, Hispanic Americans,
are not fully represented by one of the
permanent exhibits in Washington’s
museums, currently there are over 42
million Hispanics in the United States.
Furthermore, the Census Bureau esti-
mates that in the year 2050, the His-
panic population in the U.S. will reach
over 100 million.

As we can see, Hispanic Americans
are our country’s largest and fastest
growing minority group, and they con-
tinue to expand and contribute to the
greatness of our wonderful country.

As the first Hispanic American
woman elected to Congress, I am so
proud to advance the issues affecting
all citizens living in our great country.
I have been proud to represent my di-
verse south Florida constituency for
many years now in Congress, and I
look forward to a future that is, in-
deed, bright for individuals across our
terrific country.

Hispanic Americans are playing an
increasing role also in the Nation’s
economy and in our workforce. For ex-
ample, according to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, the unemploy-
ment rate among the Hispanic commu-
nity dropped to 4.7, an all-time record
low. This statistic demonstrates that
the economic policies of lower taxes
and less government regulations are
working and that all Americans are
benefiting from it.

The great diversity of ethnicities and
nationalities of the many people of the
United States is what makes our Na-
tion strong, is what continues to be a
home for many different cultures; and
this national museum will signify our
strong commitment to proudly exhibit
America’s rich cultural diversity.
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Therefore, I ask all of my colleagues
to join me in support of this important
legislation to ensure that visitors to
our Nation’s Capital gain a more com-
plete understanding of who we are as
Americans.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I would like to yield as much time
as he may consume to my good friend
from California (Mr. BAcA), for re-
marks on H.R. 512, in which he has
been a participant and a hard worker
getting the legislation to this point.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Arizona for allowing
me the time to say a few words. And I
want to raise my strong voice in sup-
port of H.R. 512. This is important leg-
islation that would establish a commis-
sion to study the potential creation of
a National Museum of the American
Latino.

And I want to thank my good friend,
XAVIER BECERRA, for sponsoring this
bill and championing this cause, which
is of great significance to many His-
panics, Latinos throughout the Nation,
throughout the country, including my-
self.

This is a bipartisan legislation that
basically asks for a study to create a
National Museum of the American
Latino. Bipartisan.

Currently, there are over 45 million
Latinos in the United States, including
Puerto Rico. The social, cultural and
economic contributions of Latinos in
the United States have an important
history, an important history, and are
growing daily. We must realize that.

American Latinos are natives to
many different parts of the world.
Some are from Puerto Rico, some are
from South America, while others have
roots and ties to Mexico. But while we
hail from different countries, including
from right here in the United States,
we have different backgrounds, and
many of us share a similar experience
and a wealth of common values.

A national museum of the American
Latino will help share this experience
and the values not only with Latinos,
but with all. It will be a sense of pride,
tradition, culture and arts that would
be exhibited to all Americans to see,
all individuals.

I urge my colleagues to cast a vote in
favor and understanding of heritage of
all Americans and support this legisla-
tion.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the ranking Republican of
the Committee on House Administra-
tion, which also has jurisdiction over
the bill, the distinguished gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS).

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 512, which establishes a
commission to study the possible cre-
ation of a national museum of the
American Latino community. As you
know, this bill mirrors H.R. 2134, which
was referred to the Committee on
House Administration in the last Con-
gress and which I was pleased to guide
through that committee and present to
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the House for passage on September 27
of last year. It is only our regret that
it did not pass the Senate.

The Latino American community is
often recognized for its rich traditions,
its sense of community, and deeply
rooted Dbeliefs which are woven
throughout the fabric of American his-
tory. As the Nation’s fastest growing
ethnic community, the Latino popu-
lation in America has more than dou-
bled in size in the last 10 years to over
40 million, and continues to grow.

The creation of a national museum of
the American Latino community would
enable Latino Americans to tell their
story in their own words and would cre-
ate a destination for students, families
and visitors that would accurately de-
pict Latino American history.

In order to explore the possibility of
creating such a museum, the legisla-
tion before us specifies that a commis-
sion be created with 23 members, seven
of whom would be appointed by the
President, and three voting and are
non-voting. Each would be appointed
by the Speaker, the House Republican
leader, the Senate majority leader, and
the Senate Republican leader.

Once appointed, the commissioners
would assess the cost of the museum,
its impact on other Hispanic and
Latino-related museums, identify a
possible location for the museum, and
propose guidelines on the museum’s op-
eration. The commission would also
work closely with the Latino American
community during the design and de-
velopment phase to ensure that the
museum accurately captures the
Latino American experience.

I urge my colleagues to, once again,
support this important legislation
which is the first step in creating a na-
tional museum of the American Latino
community that will serve as a testa-
ment to the vibrant history and tradi-
tion of Latino Americans. And I would
just be delighted to eventually see this
constructed.

Now, Mr. Speaker, at the risk of
being the skunk at the garden party, I
would like to add a postscript express-
ing my concern about the proliferation
of museums on the Mall and what this
may do to the Mall. As you recall, the
Mall was designed many, many years
ago as a gathering place for America,
and it has nobly served that purpose. I
believe it is very important that we, in
building any additional museums, not
impinge on that intent.

O 1300

So establishing location is I think
going to be one of the most difficult
parts of the work of this Commission,
and I wish them well. But I think it is
extremely important that we preserve
the National Mall as the gathering
place for America and make certain
that any additional buildings on the
Mall fit well with that purpose.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
as chairwoman of the Committee on House
Administration, which shares jurisdiction over
H.R. 512 with the Committee on Natural Re-
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sources, | urge my colleagues to move quickly
so that the bill can become law this year and
we can begin the process of planning a Na-
tional Museum of the American Latino here in
Washington, D.C.

| congratulate Representative BECERRA and
Representative ROS-LEHTINEN for their leader-
ship in introducing this legislation and for their
hard work in pushing it successfully through
the House last year.

Persons of Hispanic, or Latino, descent
have lived in the Western Hemisphere for 500
years. In the United States, they have become
the largest minority group, and their impact will
only grow stronger in the future. The culture of
the Americas reflects a unique mixture of what
was brought from Europe, inherited from the
indigenous Native Americans, contributed by
Africans forced to come here during the era of
slavery, and stirred in the melting pot of inter-
action with later immigrants from all around
the world.

| am pleased to support consideration of a
Latino Museum which | hope would undertake
serious scholarly research, as well as create
and display exhibits to tell the story of the
American Latino to an ever growing population
which will be increasingly exposed to such cul-
tural influences in the years ahead. This is a
project which all Americans can enthusiasti-
cally embrace.

Our Committee on House Administration
worked for years with the gentleman from
Georgia, Representative JOHN LEWIS, to estab-
lish the Smithsonian African American Mu-
seum which finally became law in 2003. That
legislation worked its way through Congress
over a period of 17 years, passed the House
and the Senate in different forms during that
time, and then was successfully revived and
studied by a Commission appointed by the
President and Congress.

Mr. Speaker, that Commission worked
through 2002 and early 2003 to compile infor-
mation and recommendations for Congress to
use in considering whether to finally establish
the museum, and in what form. While we did
not accept all of the Commission’s rec-
ommendations, | found that it provided invalu-
able focus and momentum in moving the
project forward.

H.R. 512, and any future legislation to es-
tablish a new museum which may spring from
it, will hopefully enjoy a less tortuous path to
a successful conclusion. The Commission to
be created relating to the Museum of the
American Latino is largely patterned after the
African American Museum Commission, and
this time we are considering establishing the
Commission at the beginning of the process of
studying a museum rather than near the end.

The new Commission will examine, among
other issues, whether this new museum
should be part of the Smithsonian Institution,
as is the new African American Museum. The
Smithsonian has unique expertise in both mu-
seum governance and successfully presenting
information which tells a story in both edu-
cational and entertaining ways.

Mr. Speaker, | urge passage of this legisla-
tion.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in strong support of H.R. 512, the
Commission to Study the Potential Creation of
the National Museum of the American Latino
Act of 2007, which would recognize the tre-
mendous cultural contributions of the Amer-
ican Latino community.
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| am proud to be an original cosponsor of
H.R. 512, which would create a 23 member
commission responsible for developing a plan
of action for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a National Museum of the American
Latino in Washington, DC. Specifically, this
commission would be tasked with bringing ex-
perts, policymakers, and other interested par-
ties together to discuss a viable blueprint for
the museum. The commission would also de-
sign a public-private partnership to fund the
museum. These recommendations would be
reported to Congress within 24 months of the
bill being signed into law.

During my tenure as Ranking Member of
the House Administration Committee in the
108th Congress, the committee held a long
overdue hearing on this legislation. In the
109th Congress, | was a cosponsor of this leg-
islation and it passed in the House by a voice
vote on September 27, 2006. Unfortunately,
the Senate was unable to pass this bill before
the adjournment of the 109th Congress.

The Latino population in the United States is
estimated at 42.7 million, making the commu-
nity the fastest growing group in the country.
They also have a rich heritage in this country
that is worth celebrating. | am hopeful that we
can finally get this bill to the President’s desk
for signature and get the process underway
for establishing this important museum. As a
former high school history teacher, | believe
that passage of this legislation is crucial in
educating all Americans of our nation’s cultural
diversity.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 512, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ALLOWING FOR RENEGOTIATION
OF PAYMENT SCHEDULE OF CON-
TRACTS BETWEEN SECRETARY
OF THE INTERIOR AND RED-
WOOD VALLEY COUNTY WATER
DISTRICT

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 235) to allow for the renegoti-
ation of the payment schedule of con-
tracts between the Secretary of the In-
terior and the Redwood Valley County
Water District, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 235

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RENEGOTIATION OF PAYMENT
SCHEDULE.
Section 15 of Public Law 100-516 (102 Stat.
2573) is amended as follows:
(1) By amending paragraph (2) of sub-
section (a) to read as follows:
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‘(2) If, as of January 1, 2006, the Secretary
of the Interior and the Redwood Valley
County Water District have not renegotiated
the schedule of payment, the District may
enter into such additional non-Federal obli-
gations as are necessary to finance procure-
ment of dedicated water rights and improve-
ments necessary to store and convey those
rights to provide for the District’s water
needs. The Secretary shall reschedule the
payments due under loans numbered 14-06—
200-8423A and 14-06-200-8423A Amendatory
and said payments shall commence when
such additional obligations have been finan-
cially satisfied by the District. The date of
the initial payment owed by the District to
the United States shall be regarded as the
start of the District’s repayment period and
the time upon which any interest shall first
be computed and assessed under section 5 of
the Small Reclamation Projects Act of 1956
(43 U.S.C. 422a et seq.).”.

(2) By striking subsection (c).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO) and the
gentlewoman from Washington (Mrs.
MCMORRIS RODGERS) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in very strong support of H.R.
235, as amended. This legislation will
allow the Redwood Valley County
Water District in Northern California
to renegotiate loans it received from
the Federal Government for an unsuc-
cessful water project. This action will
clear the way for the Water District to
initiate a new project that will develop
a reliable supply of drinking water for
that area. The District will rely only
on private financing for the new
project. No Federal money will be
spent on this new project.

However, before the District can se-
cure private financing for any project,
it must renegotiate the existing loans
to provide for their repayment subse-
quent to repayment of the new loan.
Once the new project is built and deliv-
ering water, it will provide enough rev-
enue to allow the District to repay
both its private loan and the United
States Government.

Specifically, this legislation allows
the Redwood County Valley Water Dis-
trict to secure a private loan for a
project to provide the region with a re-
liable water supply. It also requires the
Water District to repay its current sus-
pended loan to the Federal Government
once the renewed water project is paid
for.

In consultation with the minority,
the legislation includes a minor
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amendment to clarify the requirement
that the Secretary of the Interior must
reschedule loan payments and that the
payments must begin immediately
upon satisfaction of the Water Dis-
trict’s newer financial obligation.

Similar legislation was passed by
this House in the 109th Congress; and 1
congratulate my colleague, Congress-
man MIKE THOMPSON, for all of his hard
work on behalf of the Redwood Valley
County Water District.

I do urge my colleagues to support
passage of H.R. 235, as amended.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in reluctant sup-
port of H.R. 235.

There were many last-minute ques-
tions about this bill mainly because a
hearing wasn’t held on it. I hope this
will not be the standard procedure for
how the majority party brings legisla-
tion to the House floor. That is why I
am pleased that the majority has made
additional inquiries regarding this bill
and has decided to offer an amendment
to address some concerns. With this
amendment, I will not oppose the legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
NAPOLITANO) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 235, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

REMOVING CERTAIN RESTRIC-
TIONS ON MAMMOTH COMMU-
NITY WATER DISTRICT'S ABIL-
ITY TO USE CERTAIN PROPERTY
ACQUIRED FROM THE UNITED
STATES

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 356) to remove certain re-
strictions on the Mammoth Commu-
nity Water District’s ability to use cer-
tain property acquired by that District
from the United States.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 356

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REMOVAL OF CERTAIN
TIONS ON PROPERTY.

Notwithstanding Public Law 90-171 (16
U.S.C. 484a; 81 Stat. 531), the approximately
25 acres patented to the Mammoth County
Water District (now known as the ‘‘Mam-
moth Community Water District’) by Pat-
ent No. 04-87-0038, on June 26, 1987, and re-
corded in Volume 482, at page 517, of the offi-
cial records of the Recorder’s Office, Mono

RESTRIC-
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